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Parish Mission Statement

To worship God, revealed to us as Creator, as Jesus the
Christ, and as the Holy Spirit,;
within the church family while nurturing each other through

a comprehensive parish progra
individual ministries and resp
to minister to others.
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Through the search process we have learned much about
who we are, what we most value, and what our vision is
for the future. Our process has been to conduct a parish
wide survey (155 responses) while also hosting three par-
ish dialogues (140 attendees) and convening 18 focus
groups on this subject. From this discernment we have
determined what we want to achieve in the future and
what we hope to find in a new rector for Holy Comforter.

About Us

We, the people of Holy Comforter, though very diverse
politically, theologically, and socially, care for each other
and care deeply for how our faith is manifested in our
community, the nation, and the world. We believe all
people are equal in Godds h
different missions and serving diverse causes.. I ' : i

Our nurturing congregation has an appreciation for different perspectives and opinions. We

grow through a continually evolving and questioning discussion regarding our faith, God, and
society.

We welcome all, without reservation, into our Christian body to be part of a loving and shar-
ing family.
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Who We Are

Holy Comforter is a historical institution and a fixture in downtown Burlington; we will cele-
brate our first 100 years on November 5, 2011! As such, we value our campus, especially our
beauti ful buil dings and the Grove, a oO0greenoo sp:

Our liturgical life is strong with an emphasis on traditional worship; two choirs; a tracker

organ designed and built by Lynn Dobson of Lake City, lowa; exquisitely crafted and colorful

stained glass windows; a nave enveloped by English Gothic architecture and wrought of

Mount Airy granite - all ensure a worship space of reverence and beauty. Our services, which

folowthe 6 Book of Co mmaamromplementes with music from 6 The Hy mnal 1
reflect our stance as a mainstream Episcopal church with strong ties to our diocese.

Holy Comforter is blessed with strong lay leadership. This church seems to be a magnet for
talented, intelligent, and creative people who freely share their gifts with others by participat-
ing in the programs and life of the church. We are a congregation that is welcoming,
friendly, and inclusive of all. We are intellectually curious and enjoy engaging in a variety of
learning opportunities with each other.

We genuinely respect and love our fellow parishioners and possess an awareness of others as
the Body of Christ by warmly welcoming all. Our membership is small enough to know each
other, but also large enough to support an excellent staff and programs.

The hallmark of Holy Comforter has long been our history of outreach programs and
activities. We are a beacon of hope for many in our community.

We are in harmony with our Bishops and the Diocese of North Carolina, and we are aligned
with the Episcopal Church USA.
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What We Most Value

Our worship experience has been rich and elegant with
great attention to detail both in liturgy and music. We
emphasize quality and care 1in
public worship of God at its b

We value the richness of the individuals who make up
our parish. We truly care for each other and value the
gifts that each person brings to the community. We en-
joy spending time together in fellowship, learning, and

worship. We want to continue to thrive by attracting,
incorporating, and serving the needs of young people
and young families, especially those recently attracted
to our church

We value the communities in which we live and work,
both collectively and individually, giving us an opportu-
nity to enhance life for all in these communities. We are
committed to developing and using our resources to
help people in need wherever we find them.

We value our extraordinary facilities and we work hard to maintain them, often at great
sacrifice. We value them both for the lovely spaces where we worship and because of the
commitment we have made through the years to make them available for use by community
groups and committees of the : :

Diocese of North Carolina.

We value a consistent, traditional
liturgical style with quality music

and good preaching delivered in

a clear, informal style. We want

t he l'ituragy to f
orote, 6 and we wagyg
relate the Scripture to our daily
lives. We welcome occasional
variety as long as it is delivered
with high quality.
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We value pastoral skill, practiced by our clergy and by our parishioners, in its many forms.
We value being oknowndé and sharing significant
our church community. We want to be cared for, nurtured, and challenged.

We value quality Christian Formation programming and strive to continually improve these
offerings for all ages. We are interested in individual spiritual development as well as group
study.

We value sound administrative and financial management. We are accustomed to a congenial
working partnership among the clergy, staff, and vestry.

As the major Episcopal church in Alamance County, God is calling us to reach out to diverse
segments of our community to serve their needs. We strive to be faithful to our shared vision
of faith, hope, love, hospitality, service, and compassion, intentionally reaching out, both indi-
vidually and collectively, to invite others to share in our spiritual journey. We support each
other so that the love of God is shared in this community and into the larger community
through our personal and combined missions.



