Influenza Plan

Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter

Burlington, North Carolina

In the event of a significant flu outbreak in Alamance County and particularly at the Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter, certain guidelines will be followed:

-During the week, the office will be open only if at least one staff person unaffected by the flu is able to be in the office to answer telephones and receive visitors.  If all office personnel including the Rector, Parish Administrator, Minister of Music, Christian Formation Director, and/or Finance Secretary are down with the flu, the office will be closed.  

-On Sunday morning, the church sanctuary always will be open

-On Sunday morning, the traditional services of Holy Eucharist may be changed to a Book of Common Prayer worship service of Morning Prayer for one or both services.  Licensed lay readers may lead services of Morning Prayer if all available clergy are ill or are caregivers for illness in their families.

-The Reverends Rod Reinecke, Bob Walker and Ralph Macy will be available as back-up celebrants for Holy Eucharist only if they are healthy and if there is no flu illness in their immediate families. Sermons may or may not be a part of the services when back-up clergy celebrate.

-The licensed “Creed and Prayer” lay readers will be available as back-up officiants if they are healthy and if there is no flu illness in their immediate families. Sermons will not be a part of the services in the event of lay officiating.

-The Minister of Music will assign back-up musicians if she has the flu.  If all musicians are ill, the worship service will not have music.  

-An offering will be taken at every worship service.  A vestry person assigned by the Senior Warden will make sure the offering is secured by the end of Sunday morning.  

-The Property Committee will ensure that the church building is unlocked on a Sunday morning and locked by midday, especially if the Sexton is unavailable because of illness. 

During the flu season this next year (September – May), we will observe the following guidelines:

-No staff or parishioner with flu symptoms or with a family member at home with flu will come to the church office or to a worship service.  This may mean having to postpone an edition of Comfortable Words, church meetings, and mid week worship services.  All staff people and parishioners affected by the flu will wait 48 hours AFTER the fever has receded to a normal temperature before attending Church functions.   

-Information about the Church, our flu policy and any current outbreak will be on the church website as best as can happen.  The Senior Warden will help with this process.  

-Using the Book of Common Prayer and each church person’s faith, prayers will be appreciated at all times of illness in our church family and God’s greater community.

-One last request: PLEASE WASH HANDS OFTEN!

Please feel free to call the church office if you have any questions about this plan.  We hope and pray there will not be a need for extraordinary measures, but we shall be wiser if we are prepared.  

Blessings, 

The Rector  

